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Christian Democrat party official, Luis Mejia Miranda, has been informed by US and Salvadoran
officials that he is a subject of an investigation into the misuse of as much as $2 million in US
aid. Mejia is a close associate of President Jose Napoleon Duarte's son, Alejandro, who is an heir
apparent to the leadership of the party. According to James LeMoyne of the New York Times,
Alejandro Duarte appeared to be trying to defend Mejia. The US aid believed to have been stolen
was part of a $10 million program to assist war-torn areas. Mejia, former director of the National
Commission for the Restoration of Areas, known as Conara, and several other officials are suspected
of involvement in the misuse and theft of US funds in this program. Mejia was reportedly informed
of these suspicions earlier this year, as was President Duarte. Mejia resigned as director of the
agency three months ago after strong pressure from the US Embassy. According to party officials,
Duarte permitted Mejia to become a party candidate for the National Assembly in elections
March 20 on the recommendation of Duarte's son. On the evening of March 4, senior government
officials tried unsuccessfully to persuade Mejia to step aside as a candidate. Duarte promised party
officials on the same day that Mejia would be dropped as a candidate. But son Alejandro reportedly
defended Mejia, insisting that he remain a party candidate. Duarte's son is a candidate for mayor of
San Salvador and seems likely to be elected. Rightwing opposition parties are likely to benefit from
this scandal. Three unnamed leading members of Duarte's party, interviewed by LeMoyne said the
president has permitted the creation of a corrupt party machine managed by inefficient bureaucrats
with questionable qualifications. Party and government members are commonly accused of selling
recommendations to get visas to the US, duty-free imports of cars and low interest loans from the
Central Bank; and of taking kickbacks on US-funded projects and engaging in theft of government
money. Then, on March 7, Christian Democrat officials said Mejia would be dropped as a candidate
in the elections. They denied charges of widespread corruption in the government and promised to
investigate Mejia. (Basic data from Washington Post, 03/08/88; New York Times, 03/06/88)
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